Oreb T o Otter’
Victevans

For a long time, the story goes, we supported a Victorian
regime, and we continue to be dominated by it even today.
Thus the image of the imperial prude is emblazoned on our
restrained, mute, and hypocritical sexuality.

At the beginning of the seventeenth century a certain
frankness was still common, it would seem. Sexual practices
had little need of secrecy; words were said without undue

' retim done without too much conceal-
ment; one had a tolerant familiarity with the illicit. Codes
regulating the coarse, the obscene, and the indecent were
quite lax compared to those of the nineteenth century. It was

a time of direct gestures, shameless discourse, and open
transgressions, when anatomies were shown and intermin-
gled at will, and knowing children hung about amid the
laughter of adults: it was a period when bodies “made a

diSplay of themselves.”

" But twiligh t_ggn fell upon this br this brigh day, followcd by lhe

famlly took custody of it and absorbed it 1nt0 the serious

function of reproduction. On the subject of sex, silence be- €4+
came the rule. The legitimate and procreative couple taid ™ fhopias
down thetaw. The couple imposed itself as model, enforced

the norm, safeguarded the truth, and reserved the right to

speak while retaining the principle of secrecy. A single locus 4,/4/~

of sexuality was acknowledged in social space as well as at ,
‘the heart of every household, but it was a utilitari d7 "f."‘":f:“’:
m& Lewheor
main vague; proper demeanor avoided contact with other
bodleskagd verbal decency sanitized one’s speech. And ster-
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