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What is nonnal for a society? What is pathological? While
most of us might think of crime as abnonnal and therefore
something that should be eliminated, Emile Durkheim dis-

agrees. In this classic essay, Durkheim addresses the conditions
under which a behavior emerges, and uses crime to illustrate
the necessary role of pathological behavior in society.

11f there is a fact whose pathological nature appears indisputable,
;"J it is crime. All criminologists agree on this score. Although they
explain this pathology differently, they nonetheless unanimously
acknowledgeit. However, the problem needs to be treated less sum-
marily.

. . . Crime is not only observed in most societies of a particular
species,but in all societies of all types. There is not one in which
criminalitydoes not exist, although it changes in form and the actions
which are termed criminal are not everywhere the same. Yet every-
where and always there have been men who have conducted them-
selvesin such a way as to bring down punishment upon their heads.
Ifat least, as societies pass from lower to higher types, the crime rate
(the relationship between the annual crime figures and population
figures)tended to fall,we might believe that, although still remaining
a normal phenomenon, crime tended to lose that character of nor-
mality.Yetthere is no single ground for believing such a regression to
be real. Many facts would rather seem to point to the existence of a
movementin the opposite direction. From the beginning of the cen--
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