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Kingsley Davis’s work is a classic examination of early social-
ization and the effect of delayed human contact. In this piece,
he briefly reviews the story of a girl named Anna, who was vir-
tually isolated from all human contact and affection until she
was six years old. Davis then compares Anna life history and
subsequent development to that of another young girl who
experienced similar circumstances. Davis concludes that
socialization can occur at various stages of the lifecourse, a
finding that stands in stark contrast to a more traditional psy-
chological explanation.

2'&1‘1}7 in 1940 there appeared in this Journal an account of a girl
called Anna.! She had been deprived of normal contact and
had received a minimum of human care for almost the whole of her
first six years of life. At that time observations were not complete and
the report had a tentative character. Now, however, the girl is dead,
and, with more information available,? it is possible to give a fuller
and more definitive description of the case from a sociological point
of view.

Anna’s death, caused by hemorrhagic jaundice, occurred on
August 6, 1942. Having been born on March 1 or 6,3 1932, she was
approximately ten and a half years of age when she died. The previ-
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